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Area — 1144  acres. 

Population — At  Census  1901 ii>097 

At  Census  1911 13)259 

/For  Death  Rate  12,727 

1918  . 

^For  Birth  Rate 14,260 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses — 

/ 

At  Census  1901 2,447 

Average  No.  of  persons  per  house...  4’53 

At  Census  1911  2,992 

Average  No.  of  persons  per  house  ..  4*43 

At  end  of  1918  3)i9i 

Average  No.  of  persons  per  house...  3*99 

Birth  Rate  for  1918 167 

Death  Rate  for  1918  i6-8 


8 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  1918. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Droylsden  Urban  District  Council 

Gentlemen,— 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  as  to  the 
health  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  district  for  the 
year  1918  : — 

BIRTH  RATE. 

During  the  year  the  births  of  239  persons  (120 
males  and  119  females)  were  registered.  Of  these  births 
six  males  and  five  females  were  illegitimate.  The 
birth-rate  for  the  year  is  167  per  1,000,  which  is  again 
the  lowest  on  record. 

DEATH  RATE. 

During  the  year  the  deaths  of  214  persons  were 
registered.  This  gives  a death-rate  of  16’8  per  1,000. 
Of  these  deaths  16  (10  males  and  6 females)  were 
children  under  one  year  of  age.  Of  these  infants  5 
(4  males  and  1 female)  were  illegitimate.  Measured  in 
proportion  to  the  recorded  births,  this  gives  an  infantile 
mortality  of  66  per  1,000. 

Diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs,  such  as  bron- 
chitis and  pneumonia,  caused  34  deaths,  or  15  per  cent 
of  the  total  deaths,  as  compared  with  23  per  cent  in  1917, 
and  14  per  cent  in  1916,  and  21*5  per  cent  in  1915, 


All  tubercular  diseases  caused  17  deaths,  or  7 per 
cent  of  the  total  deaths,  as  compared  with  14  per  cent 
in  1917,  and  11  per  cent  in  1916. 

« 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

During  the  year,  under  the  Infectious  Diseases 
(Notification)  Acts,  172  cases  of  infectious  disease  were 
notified. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of 
infectious  disease  notified  during  the  last  ten  years  — 


1 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

Smallpox  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

18 

18 

15 

15 

9 

9 

8 

9 

13 

6 

Erysipelas  

15 

12 

10 

9 

8 

14 

14 

10 

7 

15 

Scarlet  Fever  

188 

88 

31 

32 

45 

81 

50 

19 

13 

24 

Enteric  Fever  

25 

19 

11 

7 

8 

5 

26 

4 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Fever  

2 

3 

2 

3 

c:^ 

2 

2 

1 

3 

3 

Poliomyelitis Not  not 

ifiab 

le  u 

ntil 

1913 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 

5 5 

1911 

23 

1 52 

55 

41 

47 

43 

47 

39 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

• 5 J 

1913 

... 

24 

22 

21 

23 

27 

10 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,.. 

?5 

1914 

... 

... 

... 

1 

2 

6 

6 

11 

Measles  

*1916 

... 

... 

••• 

... 

... 

118 

231 

63 

Totals 

248 

140 

92 

118 

152 

176 

170 

233 

349 

172 

On  receipt  of  notification  of  infectious  diseases, 
enquiries  are  instituted  as  soon  as  possible  as  to  the 
causes  of  infection,  and  the  premises  examined  to 
ascertain  if  insanitary  conditions  exist,  and  such,  where 
found,  are  caused  to  be  immediately  remedied.  Com- 
plete isolation  of  the  patients  from  non-infected 
members  of  the  household  is  insisted  upon,  and  when 
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the  patients  are  sufficiently  recovered  the  houses  and 
infected  articles  therein  are  thoroughly  disinfected  by 
means  of  formaldehyde  vapour  and  izal  fluid. 

During  the  year  68  premises  were  disinfecl-ed  the 
Council  as  follows  : — Schools,  21  ; houses,  after  tuber- 
culosis, 18  ; diphtheria,  6 ; scarlet  fever,  11  ; puerperal 
fever,  2 ; pneumonia,  2 ; cancer,  1 ; gangrene,  1,  and 
bugs,  6, 

» 

A Steam  Disinfector  (Alliott’s  Patent)  is  in  use  at 
the  Destructor  Works,  and  a suitable  Four-Wheeled  Van 
and  a small  Hand-van  are  available  for  conveying 
infected  articles  to  and  from  the  Disinfecting  Station. 

Under  the  Diphtheria  Anti-Toxin  Order,  1910,  8,000 
units  of  diphtheria  anti-toxin  were  administered  by 
practitioners  to  patients  resident  in  the  district  suffering 
from  diphtheria,  as  compared  with  52,000  units  in  1917. 

Owing  to  insufficient  means  of  isolation  at  home, 
one  case  of  diphtheria  and  two  cases  of  scarlet  fever 
were  removed  to  the  Hyde  Hospital  for  Infectious 
Diseases,  where  six  beds  are  retained  (one  for  small-pox 
and  five  for  other  diseases),  at  an  annual  rental  of  £66. 
As  many  beds  as  required,  in  addition  to  the  abo\  e,  are 
available  up  to  the  limit  of  accommodation  of  the 
Hospital.  Payments  during  the  year  for  the  main- 
tenance of  patients  amounted  to  the  additional  sum  of 
£6  9s.  Od. 

Diseases  of  the  zymotic  or  infectious  class  caused 
52  deaths  Whooping  Cough,  6 ; Diphtheria,  2 ; and 
Influenza,  44. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  number  of  deaths 
from  the  chief  zymotic  diseases  during  the  last  ten 


years  : — 
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1909 

1910 

1911 

CN  1 

tH  I 

1 S 1 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

Erysipelas  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Measles  

7 

11 

7 

9 

3 

5 

6 

3 

6 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

1 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

0 

13 

2 

9 

3 

3 

3 

11 

1 

6 

Diphtheria  

4 

5 

4 

1 

0 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Enteric  Fever 

4 

2 

2 

2 

0 

2 

3 

0 

0 

0 

Influenza  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

44 

Totals 

1 20 

32 

15 

21 

6 

15 

13 

17 

9 

52 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Manchester 
Public  Health  Laboratory  for  the  examination  of  swabs 
taken  from  throats  suspected  to  be  diphtheritic,  sputum 
collected  from  patients  suspected  to  be  tubercular,  and 
blood  collected  from  patients  suspected  to  be  suffering 
from  enteric  fever,  by  practitioners  in  attendance  on 
residents  in  the  district. 

A certificate  has  been  adopted  for  the  notification 
of  all  notifiable  infectious  diseases  instead  of  the 
numerous  certificates  previously  in  vogue. 

From  July  an  Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
has  been  carried  out,  and  a list  has  been  forwarded 
weekly  to  the  Minister  of  National  Service  of  all  cases 
of  Tuberculosis  notified  of  males  between  the  ages  of  16 
and  53. 

An  Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board  has  now 
made  Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica  and  Acute  Polio- 
Enceph.ditis  compulsory  notifiable  diseases. 
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Towards  the  end  of  June  an  epidemic  of  Influenza 
invaded  the  district,  and  rapidly  attained  huge  pro- 
portions. I thought  it  advisable  that  the  schools  should 
be  closed  from  July  4th  to  July  20th.  Although  the 
number  of  persons  attacked  was  very  large,  the  cases  on 
the  whole  were  of  a mild  character,  and  only  two  deaths 
were  registered. 

In  November  a second  epidemic  of  Influenza 
developed.  On  this  occasion,  although  the  cases  were 
perhaps  not  quite  so  numerous,  the  type  was  of  a very 
severe  character,  and  40  deaths  were  registered.  It  was 
found  necessary  to  close  the  schools  from  November  7th, 
1918,  to  January  6th,  1919. 

HORSE  AMBULANCE. 

The  Horse  Ambulance  was  utilised  21  times  for 
private  cases.  The  receipts  were  £6  Is.  Od.,  against  an 
expenditure  of  £29  Os.  Od. 

HOUSING. 

During  the  year  1918,  as  in  the  two  previous  years, 
no  new  houses  were  erected,  and  again  no  houses  were 
demolished,  leaving  3,191  habitable  houses  in  the  district. 
One  case  of  overcrowding  was  observed  and  remedied. 
All  available  houses  were  occupied,  and  the  need  for 
the  provision  of  further  housing  accommodation  becomes 
accentuated. 

Business  premises  formerly  used  as  shops  have  been 
eagerly  sought,  and  opportunity  has  been  taken  in  every 
possible  case  to  adapt  these  premises  as  dwelling-houses. 
A scheme  is  in  preparation  for  the  provision  of  some  280 
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houses  on  a site  surrounding  the  present  Bowling  Green, 
Cemetery  Road,  and  it  is  desirable  that  the  erection  of 
these  houses  should  be  pushed  forward  with  the  utmost 
speed. 

Under  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.  Act,  1909, 
and  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  ^ 
1910,  attention  was  again  devoted  to  the  more  defective 
houses  in  the  district,  but  the  lack  of  labour  and  material 
militated  against  any  serious  work  being  undertaken 
under  the  Act. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  special 
action  taken  in  1918,  under  the 

HOUSING  ACTS 


Total  No.  of  Dwelling-houses  inspected  for  the 

purposes  of  the  Housing  Acts  7 

No  of  Dwelling-houses  inspected  under  Sec.  17  of 

the  Acts  of  1909  7 

,,  Dwelling-houses  considered  unfit  for  human 

habitation  0 

,,  Representations  to  Authority  with  a view 

to  making  Closing  Orders 0 

,,  * Closing  Orders  made  0 

,,  Closing  Orders  determined  1 

,,  Dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  without  making  Closing  Orders.  6 

,,  Dwelling-houses  put  into  a fit  state  of  habit- 
ation after  making  Closing  Orders  0 

,,  Dwelling-houses  demolished 0 


Inspections  of  133  other  houses  were  carried  out  in 
connection  with  the  Public  Health  Acts,  and  for  other 
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purposes.  In  addition,  the  Tuberculosis  Nurse  visits  the 
homes  of  all  persons  notified  to  be  suffering  from 
Tuberculosis,  and  a record  of  the  Environmental  Con- 
ditions existing  at  each  of  the  premises  is  transmitted  to 
the  Local  Health  Department.  45  Records  of  Environ- 
mental Conditions  were  received  in  1918,  and  in  27 
cases  Special  Defects  were  reported  to  be  existing. 

SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION. 

Progress  in  connection  with  the  conversion  of  privy 
middens  to  the  water-carriage  system  is  at  a standstill, 
owing  to  (a)  the  high  cost  of  work  of  this  kind,  (b)  the 
difficulty  of  obtaining  labour,  and  (c)  the  discontinuance 
of  the  construction  of  combined-drains  for  the  period  of 
the  war.  At  dwelling-houses,  no  closets  were  converted 
to  the  water-carriage  system  during  the  year,  temporary 
repairs  only  being  required  to  existing  insanitary 
structures. 

At  factories  and  workshops  one  w.c.  and  seven  pails 
were  abolished,  and  18  new  w.c.’s  provided. 

The  houses  in  the  District  are  equipped  with 
sanitary  conveniences  as  follows  : — 


Houses  with  W.C.’s  

2753 

„ „ Waste  W.C.’s  

26—2779 

„ „ Pails  

6 

„ „ Privy  Middens  ... 

406 

Total  No.  of  houses  

3191 

10 


NUISANCES. 

Approximately  119  nuisances  were  caused  to  be 
abated,  and  for  this  purpose  43  Preliminary  Notices  and 
17  Statutory  Notices  were  served*  The  remedy  of 
defects  involving  structural  alterations  has  been 
seriously  retarded  by  the  great  shortage  of  labour  and 
material,  and  many  owners  wishful  of  carrying  out 
desirable  improvements  to  property  have  been  deterred 
by  the  highly-inflated  cost  of  the  proposed  work. 

In  consequence  of  the  varying  quality  and  somewhat 
inferior  class  of  coal  obtainable  by  manufacturers,  it 
was  felt  that  no  useful  purpose  could  be  served  by 
recording  emissions  of  black  smoke  from  the  chimneys 
of  factories  and  works,  consequently  no  official  obser- 
vations have  been  recorded. 

REMOVAL  AND  DISPOSAL  OF  REFUSE. 

The  removal  of  house  refuse  has  been  satisfactorily 
performed,  having  regard  to  the  many  difficulties  in 
securing  labour. 

551  loads  of  nightsoil  were  removed  from  67 8 ashpits, 
and  1,517  loads  of  dry  refuse  were  removed  in  the 
daytime.  The  total  cost  of  this  work  was  £888. 

Receipts  for  the  removal  of  trade  refuse  amounted 
to  £27  17s.  lid. 

The  whole  of  the  refuse  collected  in  the  district  was 
destroyed  by  fire  at  the  Refuse  Destructor  Works, 
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During  the  year  2,284  tons  of  refuse  were  destroyed 
at  a total  cost  (including  repairs  and  removal  clinkers) 
of  £447. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

The  cowsheds  and  milkshops  have  been  generally 
well  kept,  and  no  action  has  been  found  necessary  for 
the  urgent  improvement  of  these  premises. 

Permission  to  commence  the  business  of  pig-keeping 
was  granted  in  one  case,  and  one  application  was 
refused. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES  AND  BAKEHOUSES. 

The  slaughter-houses  and  bakehouses  have  been 
kept  in  cleanly  condition,  and  the  requirements  in 
respect  of  lime-washing  have  been  carried  out.  No 
serious  structural  defects  were  observed.  The  inspec- 
tion of  meat,  foodstuffs,  etc.  has  not  necessitated  any 
legal  proceedings  being  instituted,  but  the  carcases  of 
two  beasts  affected  by  tuberculosis  and  lOSlbs.  of  butter 
were  condemned  and  destroyed. 

The  Inspector  of  Nuisances  (Mr.  Frank  Schofield) 
has  been  appointed  the  Officer  to  Administer  the 
Damaged  Foodstuffs  Order,  1918,  for  the  Urban  District 
of  Droylsden. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

The  number  and  description  of  factories  and  work- 
shops have  recently  changed,  and  I append  the 
following  table  giving  a list  of  these  at  the  end  of  the 
year  : — 
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No. 

Description  of  Works. 

No. 

Description  of  Works. 

8 

Cotton  Spinning  and  Weav- 

1 

Pattern  Maker 

ing  Mills 

1 

Boot  & Shoe  Manufacturer 

2 

Bleachers  and  Dyeis 

1 

Mineral  Water  Manufac- 

3 

Chemical  Manufacturers 

1 

turer 

1 

Cemeut  Manufacturer 

1 

Textile  Machinery  Manufac- 

1 

Steam  Laundry 

turer 

2 

Metal  Foundries 

1 

Mews 

3 

Tin  Smiths 

2 

Tripe  Boilers 

2 

Shoeing  & General  Smiths 

2 

Fodder  Stores 

5 

Plumbers 

3 

Tailors 

3 

Painters  and  Decorators 

2 

Station  Goods  Yards 

6 

Builders’Yards 

28 

Bakehouses 

3 

Joiners 

1 

Sterilized  Milk  Depot 

1 

Coach  Builder 

13 

Coal  Depdts 

1 

Electrical  Engineer 

8 

Slaughter-houses 

1 

Gas  Works 

1 

Cold  Stores  & Ice  Plant 

1 

Grocers’  Sundries  Manufac- 

1 

Wholesale  Provision 

turer 

Dealer 

2 

Pickle  and  Preserve  Manu- 

20 

Shippons  and  Farmsteads 

facturers 

1 

Manufacturing  Chemist 

1 

Cask  Maker 

1 

Shirt  Manufacturer 

2 

Engineering  Tool  Works 

2 

Cotton  Waste  Dealers 

1 

Cycle  & Motor  Works 

1 

Post  Office 

1 

Firelighter  Manufacturer 

1 

Town’s  Stores  Yard 

1 

Wringing  Machine  Manu- 

1 

Cemetery 

facturer 

1 

Sewage  Disposal  Works 

3 

General  Waste  Dealers 

1 

Refuse  Destructor 

1 

Monumentalist 

1 

Printer 

151 

— — i '■ 

Inspections  of  several  of  these  premises,  and  also  of 
Outworkers’  dwellings,  have  been  made  from  time  to 

time,  no  serious  defects  being  observed. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  G.  P.  ILDERTON,  M.B., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


Vital  Statistics  of  whole  District  during  1918  and  previous  Years. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Causes  of  Death. 

1 

Males 

Females 

Whooping  Cough  

3 

3 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

Influenza 

18 

26 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  

1 5 

10 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

1 

• • • 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  

1 

• • • 

Cancer  (Malignant  Disease) 

12 

10 

Rheumatic  Fever 

1 

• • • 

Organic  Heart  Disease  

4 

12 

Bronchitis  

8 

7 

Pneumonia  

8 

9 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea,  etc 

1 

1 

Appendicitis 

... 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  the  Liver  

1 

• • * 

Nephritis  

5 

3 

Puerperal  Fever  

• • • 

1 

Congenital  Debility  

3 

2 

Violence,  apart  from  Suicide  ... 

5 

2 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

IT 

29 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown... 

« • • 

1 

95 

119 

Total 

214 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one 

year  of  age 

10 

6 

Total 

16 
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